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<ABSTRACT>

Relational Characteristics of Twin Children
in Peer Interaction: Based on Their Verbal

and Non-verbal Expression

Lee, Seung-Hye
Park, Sun-Hee

This study had started to observe twin children through teaching-learning process of twins in the
childhood education field and analyzed the relational characteristics of twin children in peer
interactions based on their verbal and non-verbal expression. The purpose of this study was to help
understanding twin children’s general language expression and to offer academic and practical
assistance to parents who raise twins as well as to teachers. The study participants were three pairs
of twin children who enrolled in a 4-year-old class at the Y public kindergarten located in Seoul,
their parents, and 4 teachers who taught them. The study was done with participant observation,
mterviews, documents and audiovisual material as well as the researcher’s journal for ten months
from March 7 to December 23, 2016. The results of the study were as follows: first, the aspect of
language expression in peer interaction between twin children showed three characteristics. They
were the exclusive relational bond, emotional expression to each other, and competitive companion.
Second, the twin children showed different aspects of language expression according to their birth
order. First born twin in the peer interaction expressed a sense of responsibility, give-up, and right,
while second born twin expressed the language of charming and loveliness. Twin children used
hierarchical order title and this caused confusion among other peers. In a Korean kindergarten class,
twin children called their siblings by his/her title given according to the hierarchical order rather
than calling by his/her name like in western countries. The results of this study suggest that the
understanding of twin children in peer interactions provides children and teachers to extend their

learning environments and use various life situations as a hidden curriculum.
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